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I   would like to extend a warm welcome to all our members 

and friends of the Fraser Valley Rhododendron Society.  

 It just seems like yesterday that we were finally going 

through a hot spell when suddenly we have reached those 

cooler, shorter days. The deciduous plants are just starting to 

show some fall colour and many perennials have passed their 

peak.  

 My rhodos are looking lush and green this year no doubt 

because of the long cool spring and summer. I know next 

spring there will be a fantastic display of flowers. So many of 

my plants have budded up well.  I am hoping for a mild winter 

I would hate to lose all those trusses to cold damage.  

 I mentioned last month the ARS Convention in Vancou-

ver, Washington last May. Members should be pleased to 

know that there will be a fall convention in Nanaimo, B.C. in 

2012. I hope being closer to home more people will come and 

participate. It is possible to make it a day trip if individuals 

could not afford the whole program. There will be interesting 

speakers, great gardens to visit and a chance to make new 

friends. Remember fall 2012 so mark it on your calendar.  

 This monthôs meeting will be in two parts.  First we will 

need to discuss and vote on the motion as outlined in the let-

ter you will have received. Your vote is very important. We 

will then reconvene as a regular meeting with a speaker.   
(Continued on page 2)  
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We are hoping Colleen Bojczuk will be available but we do have a back -up plan as well.  

 Next month will be our annual Christmas dinner. Art Pearson will be passing around a signup sheet 

at the October meeting so please fill it out. Since the club pays for the turkey we need to know how many 

will be coming. Nothing is worse than not enough food to go around.  

 

 

 

F irst of all, I would like to reinforce the comment Rose as made in reference to the 

letter you will all have received, regarding the Extraordinary General Meeting to be 

held this month.  As she has noted, the meeting will be, in effect, two meetings in one.  

The Extraordinary General Meeting, to deal with the motion set out in the letter and then 

a regular meeting with a speaker etc. as we usually have.  I will be bringing a sign -up sheet for our Annu-

al Turkey Pot -Luck Supper which will take place at our November Meeting. This will happen regardless of 

the outcome of our vote and my mouth is already watering.   

 I too have been busy with óFall Clean-upô.  My greenhouse is now 

loaded with all of the plants that I routinely overwinter.  Last year I up-

graded the heating system so that even if we get a major cold spell, 

hopefully all will be well inside.  One of the things I like best about fall is 

the way my Katsura tree turns colour.  It out -does most of the Maples 

around here.  

 

Art Pearson -  Your Editor  

 

 

 

 
(Excerpt from the Greer Guide ï Third Addition)  

óMrs E.C. Stirlingô (griffithianum hybrid). ï6ô, -50F, M, 4/3 -4/4.  

Habit is upright in young plants, later spreading and rather open.  

Leaves are large and light green.  Flowers are somewhat ruffled, silvery 

pink, and form a perfect upright truss. (J. Waterer before 1900)  

This is one of my favourite Rhodos.  My specimen is about 8 feet tall 

and when in bloom, is covered with spectacular pale lavender blooms.  

AP 

 

(Continued from page 1)  

THE EDITORôS SPOT 



PAGE 3     FRASER VALLEY RHODODENDRON SOCIETY     MARCH 2010  

WHONNOCK LAKE LOG BY SCOT HENNEY  
 

 
 

A  few years ago I remember, in committee saying that perhaps in the end we would have to close 

down our club and join with another chapter. Then it was a case of realistically facing up to a situation of 

falling membership. Now with an imminent decision pending to effect that closure, I anticipate the severe 

loss I shall suffer as I look back to many moments of joy and accomplishment which were bound up in my 

membership of Fraser Valley Rhododendron Society.  

From the moment I first attended a monthly meeting, I liked the people there and my wife and I 

felt welcome. The presentations were always interesting and the refreshments were exceptional. The ball -

capped MC never forgot to mention which Garden Centres gave a discount -  and those that did not! Over 

a year or two, thanks to door prizes I added many new rhododendrons to my garden. The extensive li-

brary of  

books for loan attracted me on many occasions.  

The club needed to fulfill a promise to complete the Rhododendron Garden at Whonnock. I became 

involved as chairman of a sub -committee, and thus began the active work over several years which today 

has resulted in a much acclaimed garden. Like the earlier builders of the garden, we sweated to bring in 

mature specimens of  donated plants. Our efforts to dig up plants under the expert supervision of Peter  

Dempster will not be soon forgotten. We did our best to choose wisely before ordering about two hundred 

plants from nurseries. Many hours were spent with catalogues and Greer s Guide. Many well -grown spe-

cies rhododendrons were supplied by Les Clay. After delivering them he stayed to help plant them.  

We went on to install an irrigation system for the whole garden. In preparation for this three of us 

attended a seminar given by Ron Knight at Pender Harbour. The system has been of great benefit to 

younger plants in the garden. Each fall Art came with his air compressor and we flushed the lines clear, 

ready for winter.  

To my mind, the annual Show and Sale at Whonnock Lake were the highlights of the year. These 

events demanded the best of every member and some of their friends and relatives. Whether it was set-

ting up tables, handling the sales, preparing refreshments or staging the flower show, everyone had a job. 

We were lucky to find time to sit down for a few minutes or to view at leisure the wonderful blooms that 

appeared each year as if by magic.  

Being active on the executive led many of us to meet with folk from other chapters of the ARS. We 

learned of their triumphs and their problems. Meeting them and also at-

tending conventions in BC or the States made us aware that we belonged 

to a wider community. These events nurtured our love for our own club.   

 

 

  Whonnock Day 2007 -  Rose Grabenhorst &     

      Mary Henney  


